WARTIME

with the warning that he would be wise to renounce all
ideas of returning to England during wartime.

Curtis defended at seven more courts martial and an
Old Bailey spy trial during 1916. Most important of the
spies whom he was briefed to defend was a young and
volatile German who could actually speak not a word of
English. His name was Adolfo Guerrerro, and he posed
as a Spanish journalist sent to London to write articles
for a well-known Madrid newspaper. As soon as he
arrived he took steps to secure permission for his Spanish
mistress to join him. But Raymonde Amonderain got
no further than the English coast. She was arrested, in
order to see if she could shed light on the activities of
her lover. She treated Basil Thomson to such an ex-
hibition of temperamental fireworks when he suggested
that she liked the Germans, that he was persuaded that
she knew nothing of Guerrerro's real work in life, and
she took little or no part in the collection of evidence
against the suspect, her only experience of this country
being a prison cell before she was sent back to Spain.
When arrested, Guerrerro stuck doggedly to his story
of Spanish newspaper connections, even in the face of the
editor's denials. It was made certain that one part of
his story was true, however. He was in truth a twig of
the Spanish nobility, but it was also certain that he had
been seduced from neutrality by German agents, then
very active in Spain. The court martial, in July, took
three days, owing to the necessity for translating every
word into Spanish for the prisoner's benefit, and Curtis-
Bennett made a great fight for him, wielding with great
effect evidence in the form of a letter Guerrerro had
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